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Love's Constraint Nk “For the
love of Christ

n ambassador may live in a foreign country, but he does not oSt

belong to it. He is there to represent his own country, and no ;s . We are

opportunity of helping forward her interests is allowed to RIBAS O
pass. We have to represent Christ to the world. The word constrain for Christ, as
suggests a constant pressure, an urge, as when water is forced down a though God
certain channel. St Paul says: ‘I act as I do because I am under the did Boseceh
spell of a mighty constraint; I can do no other; I am not master of you by us’ (2
myself. Do not wonder at what may seem to be unusual and T o
extravagant. Attribute my eccentricity to Christ - his love actuates 5:14-20).
me, and bears me along.’

What is meant by ‘the love of Christ’? Is it his to us, or ours to him? It is impossible
to divide them thus, for they are one. As the sunlight strikes the moon, and is reflected
from her to the earth, so the love we have to Christ, or to man, is the reflection of his
love to us. All love in our cold and loveless hearts 1s the emanation and reflection of
the love which began in him, was mediated to us in Calvary, and is reflected from us,
as sunlight from a mirror.

The love of Christ does not constrain all Christian people, because they do not
understand the profound significance of the Cross; but when the soul once appreciates
that, and passes through the gate of death into the life of God, then it begins to feel the
constraining love of Christ. The pivot of our life must be the Risen Christ: ‘We no
longer live unto ourselves, but unto him who rose again’. We sometimes hear people
described as eccentric- out of the centre. A man is ex-centric to the world when he is
concentric with Christ. It is thus that we become a new creation. When by faith we are
united to Jesus Christ in his Cross and Grave, the transition 1s made. We pass over into
the Easter life. He has reconciled us unto himself, and has given to us the ministry of
reconciliation- therefore we are ambassadors. We have to proclaim forgiveness to the
sinful, the loosening of their chains to those who sit in prison-houses, and the near
approach of salvation to all (Isaiah 52:7-10).

L

- PRAYER : This empty cup for thee to fill; This trembling heart for thee to

still; This yielded life to-do thy will, O Lord of Love, I bring thee.- Amen
- Quoted from “Our Daily Walk” -
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